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Coaster Roller  
By Greg Paeth, Post Staff Reporter

	
 Chris Baynum and his Baynum 
Painting Co. landed their first roller-
coaster job 20 years ago, when Kings 
Island planned to spruce up the Beast, the 
park’s signature wooden coaster.  
	
 Baynum, 42, a six-foot-seven 
Campbell County native, was living in 
Newport and had established a rapport 
with Jim McDermott, who also lived in 
Newport and headed the Kings Island 
painting department.
	
 Although Baynum - then four 
years out of Campbell County High 
School - was primarily a house painter, 
McDermott took a gamble and hired him 
for the job, a break that proved to be a 
double-edged sword.  The contract 
established his company as a specialty 
painter that could handle major projects.
	
 Baynum concedes that the money 
he made - a profit of about $80,000 after 
all the bills were paid - distorted his 23 
year old grasp of economic realities.
	
 “I had been making about 
$20,0000 a year, so when I got the check, I 
thought I was going to retire,” Baynum 
recalled.  “I went out and bought a 
Cadillac Allante convertible.  I didn’t quit 
the business, but I didn’t take it too 
seriously for a while.  Then three months 
later I realized that I couldn’t pay my 
bills.”
	
 After his brief fling as a high 
roller, Baynum realized it was time to get 
back to work of rolling paint.
	
 Twenty years and about 120 roller 
coasters later, Covington based Baynum 
Painting is one of the only companies in 
the country that specializes in roller-
coaster and amusement park work.
	
 Baynum, whose company has 
annual revenue of about $4 million, is 
convinced his company is the largest 
player in the niche.
	
 Besides his work on the Beast, 
the company has painted the Kings Island 
replica of the Eiffel Tower as well as 

another thrill ride, the Vortex, which was 
his company’s single biggest contract.
	
 His track record at Kings Island 
led to work at other Paramount-owned 
theme parks in the country as well as at 
huge Paramount competitors:  Six Flags 
and Cedar Fair, which owns Cedar Point in 
Cleveland, Knott’s Berry Farm in Buena 
Park, Calif., and other parks.  Long-time 
customers include some smaller parks 
such as Kennywood near Pittsburgh, 
Canobie Lake Park in Salem, N.H., and 
Santa Cruz Beach Boardwalk in 
California.  
	
 Later this week Baynum will 
head to Santa Ynez, Calif., to talk to the 
general manager who runs Michael 
Jackson’s Neverland Ranch.  “They said 
that, now that things are dying down, they 
want to get some things done,” Baynum 
said.
	
 A typical roller-coaster job - the 
structure that supports the track, not the 
cars - will take six to eight weeks with a 
crew of 10 to 20 people, Baynum said.

	
 “We have such extensive 
experience that we know how many hours 
it will take and how many gallons it will 
take, and we can pull up the truck and be 
productive the first day on the job,” 
Baynum said.
	
 About 60 percent of the 
company’s revenue comes from 
amusement park work.  The balance 
comes from painting radio and TV 
broadcast towers, cell-phone towers, and 
industrial, office and apartment buildings.  
He said the only homes he paints are those 
owned by commercial customers.
	
 Baynum said he returned to 
Kings Island a couple of weeks ago.
	
 “I rode the Beast last week, and it 
(the paint) still looks good.  I wish it 
didn’t,” Baynum said with a laugh, 
suggesting that Baynum Painting would be 
more than willing to give the Beast a fresh 
coat.

(This article was originally printed in The 
Cincinnati Post, 7//8/05 - Business Section 
page 7B)
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Steve Hickey, from left, John Andrews and Chris Baynum meet in Baynumʼs memorabilia-covered office. 


